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THE POWER OF PRAYER

“Hallowed be thy Name”
by Pastor Heath Butler

King Solomon once wrote, A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed
is better than silver or gold (Proverbs 22:1). What kind of reputation do you have? How
would your friends or acquaintances describe you? How do you think people will remember
you?

Some would have us believe it doesn’t really matter what people think about us. If that is the
case, why do companies spend millions of dollars each year to promote their reputations?
Why do celebrities work day and night to keep up their popular reputations? What would
your life be like if you didn’t have a good reputation?

When we pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” we are telling God that his reputation is crucial to
our existence. Our future depends on who our Creator is and how our LORD, our Savior
God who is full of free and faithful grace, deals with us.

The apostle Paul reveals this reputation in 2 Corinthians 5:21, God made him who had no sin
to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Verse 20 directs
us what to do with this reputation, We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us. We pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” acknowledging how
important it is what other people think of us since by his grace we bear God'’s family name—
‘Christian’.

What kind of reputation, then, does God have in the eyes of people who know you and see
how you live? Are they seeing at least a silhouette of Jesus? Are Jesus’ divine features be-
coming clearer on a daily basis? Let us pray, “Hallowed be thy name” so God is honored and
more people come to see who he is through us!

LUTHER’S EXPLANATION: God’'s name is certainly holy by itself, but we pray in this peti-
tion that we too may keep it holy. God’s name is kept holy when his Word is taught in its
truth an purity, and we as children of God lead holy lives according to it. Help us to do this,
dear Father in heaven! But whoever teaches and lives contrary to God’s Word dishonors
God’s name among us. Keep us from doing this, dear Father in heaven!

PRAYER: Father, Son and Holy Spirit, your name is our strong fortress, where we find ref-
uge and are safe. In your Holy Word, you have revealed yourself to us as our Creator, our
Redeemer and our Sanctifier. Who could thank you enough for this treasure? Without your
Word, we poor, blind sinners would still be groping in darkness; and even now in our weak-
ness, we provoke your anger by putting our confidence in that which is not God, and which
can never save us.

Help us honor your name in our hearts, by holding fast to your precious promises, and by
making them our greatest treasure. Help us honor your name on our lips by a pure and faith-
ful recounting of all that you have done to save us. And help us honor your name with our
lives, that we may reflect your glory in holiness of conduct. Amen.
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If you search the Internet or shop online, you sapport our Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synadi\aarious others WELS
schools and organizations by using GoodSeaxghw(.goodsearch.comGoodSearch contributes $0.01 to your selectgdror
zation for each Internet search. Recently, Good®emilded GoodShop to its service in which dozematibnally known com-
panies will contribute to your selected organizaiioyou access the vendor’s website through thedSearch website. The
amount contributed varies by vendor but typicdilig ia percentage of your purchase.

The eligible WELS organizations include the synmeparatory high schools (Luther Preparatory Schdalhigan Lutheran
Seminary), college (Martin Luther College), semyn@/isconsin Luther Seminary), and other severabscally supported
organizations. So, if you search the Internet radplor shop online, consider using GoodSearch@modShop the synod’s
various ministries. The home page for GoodSeashown below.
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Repairs and Capital |

FWS AND NOTES

mprovements

Our church building is now 20+ years old. Many &eas of the building and property are in a conditidhere some attention is
needed to refurbish, replace, update or just giairmhe Church Council has decided to call fopacal Congregational/
Voters meeting to be held on Sunday, October 207 2furing the Bible Class period between servifresn(10:00 am to 10:45

am) to discuss the needed enhancements and whyarioe them.

Dean Chartrand, our Maintenance chair, has prouidecttached

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Capital Improvement Projects

Esti-
Item mate
Parking lot replacement 20,000
Sanctuary furnace/air conditioner 12,000
Windows replacement 18,000
Office heater/air conditioner units replace-
ments 4,000
Water fountain 1,000
Bathrooms' renovation 10,000
Additional storage shed 5,000

Total $70,000

Please plan to attend this important meeting araffés your input.
In His Service,

Jim Kolva, Congregational President

list of improvements along with datwe cost:

Comment
Five estimates were obtained ranging from
$19,000 to $27,000
The previous estimate was $10,000 or $12,000
Budget estimate based on 18 windows @ $1,000
per window (no quotes)

Budget estimate - no quotes
Budget estimate - $800 for unit plus $200 for labor
Budget estimate - no quotes
Budget estimate - no quotes

Ministry Directions Workshop

Would you like to help serve and thank the Lordtfad many gifts and blessings he has

given you? Would you care to present your idead/fimistry here at
you thought of how you could best use your timkgnis, and treasu

Good News of Jesus to your neighbors, friendsngaes, and the world?

Here is an opportunity to do all these things amylme more. Bethlehem will be holdindvanistry Directions Work-
shop on Saturday November 18 to develop Ministry plans for our four target ased Ministry: Adult Discipleship,

Youth Discipleship, Worship, and Outreach. Thistended to be a

fellow Christians, and to truly plan activities agidections for the coming year. We'll start atQ@:a.m. and work up td
a provided lunch. We'll finish up by finalizing pla and thanking our Savior for his grace and mercy.

Please marhovember 18" on your calendars and join us in prais

Bethlehem? Have
res to spread the

fun time to brainstorm, to hallevieship with our

ing God with joyful plans for 2008.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 Bible study 5 9:00 a.mESL 6
9:30 amToddler Time w/ 10:00 a.m. class 9:00 am LWMS Rally
Jesus at
Field Trip to Cox Grace Lutheran
7:00 pm Confirmation| 7:30 pm Choir Re- Farms Church
Class hearsal 7:30 p.m. “From Promise to|
Glory”
7 8 9 10 11 12 9:00 a.m. ESL 13

8:30 am Worship Ser-
vice
9:45 am Sunday

School
10:00 am Adult/Teen Bible
Study

7:00 pm Confirmation
Class

7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal

10:00 am Toddler Time
w/ Jesus

7:30 pm “From Promise to
Glory”

10:00 am ASL Play-

group
10:45 am Assisted Living
Ministry

class

7:15 pm Ladies Fel-
lowship

7:30 am Men'’s Fellow
ship

Teens: Corn Maze?

14 15 16 17 18 19 9:00 a.m. ESL 20
8:30 am Worship Service class
9:45 am Sunday School
;?;33 am Adult/Teen Bible 10:00 am Toddler Time
11:00 am Worship Service | NO Confirmation 7:30 pm Choir Re- w/ Jesus 7:30 pm Elders Meet-
Teens: Corn Maze? | Class hearsal NO Bible Class ing
21 REGULAR 22 23 24 25 26 9:.00 a.m. ESL 27
WORSHIP TIMES class Fa“ Clean Up
Special 10:45 am Assisted Living
Congregational | 1:30 pm ASL Play- 10:00 am Toddler Time | Ministry Day

Meeting 10:00 a.m

group
NO Confirmation

7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal

w/ Jesus
7:30 pm “From Promise to
Glory”

7:30 pm Council Meeting

28

8:30 am Worship Ser-
vice

9:45 am Sunday

School
10:00 am Adult/Teen Bible
Study

29

7:00 pm Confirmation
Class

30

7:30 pm Choir Re-
hearsal

31

10:00 am Toddler Time
w/ Jesus

7:30 p.m. “From Promise
to Glory”

Reformation Music
Festival
Grace Lutheran
Church
November 3, 4:30 pm
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FISHING CAMP for all Sunday School aged children will be held at the Ellises’

house on Sunday afternoon, October 14 ™ at 3:00! Seasoned fishermen such
as “Carp” Cooper, “Walleye” Wolf, and “Dogfish” Duff will be on hand im-
part their fishing knowledge and lore to the young people of Bethlehem.

Everyone is welcome to come to this afternoon of fish tales and fellowship! You
need not be a child nor have a child to attend! The Ellises plan to serve hot dogs
and chili after the fishing expedition. Please bring a side dish to share. Let the
Ellises know how many from your family can come, so Dominic can prepare the
right amount of food for you. The Ellises’ phone number is 703.753.0139.
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