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STANDING FIRM IN SHAKY TIMES

—at Home with Jesus—
By Pastor Heath Butler

“Where are you from? What brought you to Northémginia?” These tend to be questions
normally exchanged when people meet each othehédiirst time in our transient portion of
the United States. Having sparked up a conversatith a mom at the Freedom Center durt
ing our girls’ swimming lessons | found out thasttvoman felt sort of out of place in North-
ern Virginia having moved down from Maryland. Oasalffer a few years it sounded like she
was ready to move back home. Manassas just isnieh

Among the many different ways our society has chdrmyer the past couple of decades the
one that stands out the most to me is how mobilesociety (and our world for that matter)
has become. Such mobility causes a young persgiote up rather quickly. Such mobility
also requires a certain level of inner stabilityonder to adjust more easily to new environ-
ments and new cultures.

Many of the Christians of the early Christian ctufound themselves living in parts of the
Mediterranean world other than their place of birfthis wasn’t, though, the result of a more

mobile society. Many to whom Peter wrote had bedéwcated to Asia Minor, present day
Turkey, by religious persecution and by the thafateath. What made matters worse is that
their new home had failed to offer safer conditioR&ter uses the wostdifferingl7 times in
this letter describing the current state of affaitsvould come as no surprise to Peter to hear
of his spiritual brothers and sisters strugglinghieir faith. With a longing heart he addresses
his spiritual family with words of hope that theétight and momentary troubles are achiev-
ing...an eternal glory that far outweighaiy and all temporal sufferings.

As was true for Christians in the first century,adeo today, we live in shaky times. Today
the danger and the threat are more subtle buagudestructive and maybe more effective.
The evil one doesn’t threaten my life; he shakedaupdation by questioning the core of my
beliefs. He doesn't question the existence of Gedattempts to distort the picture of who
God really is. He doesn’t deny the existenceuwthtrhe questions the validity of God’s
Word.

Whenever you have felt homesick, what is that leblmri? Maybe it was some pictures or a
phone call, an email or a letter from mom or dithybe it was a quick trip home. Many of
the people in Asia Minor had been in Jerusalemherday of Pentecost (Acts 2). How com-
forting and encouraging it must of have been ta Peder speak once again (this time in a
letter) about the eternal ‘home’ that awaited ttedin Yet it wasn't a letter from Peter. It

—continued on page 2



CHURCH CLEANUP DAY

There will be a spring cleanup day on Saturday Wagjrom 9 AM to noon. We will work on
cleaning up the church grounds including weedidgjreg , and mulching the planting beds around
the church; trimming and pruning the trees aloregfoperty boundary; cleaning the shed; and
other minor maintenance activities. A “to do” listposted on the hall closet door in the church.
Please come and help beautify the property.

FROM THE WELS:

Last week's meeting of the Conference of Presid€@®P) covered many important issues. The COPrigdged of the twelve
district presidents, the synod president and viesigents, and the synod secretary. The group higsnanging responsibilities in
overseeing doctrine and practice, coordinatingctiing process, and providing spiritual encouragetio congregations as they
carry out their mission.

Call Day

At its April meeting the COP began careful planniogAssignment Day at Martin Luther College, Newr)Minn., and Wiscon-
sin Lutheran Seminary, Mequon. Requests for pastdrteacher graduates are already being receibede re 55 pastoral vacar
cies in congregations. The COP has received 4Jestg|for Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary graduates; 43

seminary graduates are available for assignmergniysone vicars (from a class of 45) will be assidjio

missions or congregations with extensive missigmoofunities; the rest will be assigned to morelesta

lished congregations. Some schools have also stduhn#quests for graduates, but the number of egich

vacancies and requests for teacher-trained grasludgitechange significantly in the coming weekstlas

end of the school year approaches.

Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO) reaffirmed

The COP reaffirmed that Congregation Mission Offgsi (CMO) are the primary and foundational method

of support for the synod's various ministries, #rat the Ministry of Christian Giving is to conti@ao stress this. At the same tim
the COP recognizes that from time to time specifieds arise in the church that must be addresskeplared before the eyes of
our people. When that becomes necessary, the COfamMinistry of Christian Giving will work to ense that all appeals for
support will be gospel-based and will clearly aaiihfully utilize biblical stewardship principles.

In a related discussion, the COP also encouragegregations and schools to keep biblical stewapdgtinciples in mind when
carrying out efforts to provide funding for the nisimy of the church and cautioned against practideish may hinder God-pleasir
support for the work of the church.

Serving in Christ, Mark Schroeder

—continued from page 1 (STANDING FIRM | N SHAKY TIM ES)
was from Jesus who had sent him.

| pray this sinful world, full of danger and eViaves you homesick for heaven. At the same tioféel to you grace
and peace from Jesus who extinguishes any anidmilnig arrows of doubt the devil is shooting at ybihis point in
time.

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,

To God's elect, strangers in the world, scattetedughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia andhiia, 2who
have been chosen according to the foreknowled@odfthe Father, through the sanctifying work of 8périt, for obe-
dience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his blood:

Grace and peace be yours in abundafic®eter 1:1-2)

STAND FIRM in Jesus during these shaky times! blgdur foundation!




Independence. It's an ability and quality
we all strive for from the moment we're
born. Maybe it's eating with a spoon,
using the potty, walking into school by
yourself, going to the mall without monp
or dad, getting your driver’s license, rept-
ing or buying your first place to live,
landing a “grown up” job, living rela-
tively debt free, or reaching your retire
ment goals. There are countless wayq to

gain independence throughout our years

aren’t there? Now take a moment and think abeasof
your life in which it'sgoodto bedependent This very
thought was brought to our attention at the Ladretlow-
ship Bible Study in April. We were directed to dehe
words of John 10:1-18,

"I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter shee
pen by the gate, but climbs in by some other vy, thief
and a robber.? The man who enters by the gate is the s
herd of his sheep? The watchman opens the gate for K
and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his steep by
name and leads them outWhen he has brought out all |
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep fdilioy
because they know his voiceéBut they will never follow
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him besa they
do not recognize a stranger's voic€.Jesus used this figu
of speech, but they did not understand what he teléing
them. " Therefore Jesus said again, "I tell you the truthm
the gate for the sheeg . All who ever came before me w
thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listetmém. ° |
am the gate; whoever enters through me will be da{geOr
kept safe} He will come in and go out, and findtpes *°
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destriofave
come that they may have life, and have it to the 4"l am
the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays dowlifehfsr
the sheep.*? The hired hand is not the shepherd who o
the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, helahsithg
sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the féol

scatters it. *The man runs away because he is a hired har

and cares nothing for the sheef""l am the good shepher

| know my sheep and my sheep know mgust as the Fa}

ther knows me and | know the Father-- and | lay idany)|

life for the sheep.'®1 have other sheep that are not of this

sheep pen. | must bring them also. They too il to my
voice, and there shall be one flock and one sheph€The
reason my Father loves me is that | lay down ngy-libnly
to take it up again.'® No one takes it from me, but | lay
down of my own accord. | have authority to layatwh and
authority to take it up again. This command | reeei from
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my Father."

In verse eleven Jesus describes himself as the Soep-
herd. We see that as a shepherd he has some bguailia
ties — knows his sheep by name (v.3), leads theB), (will-
ing to lay down his life for the sheep (v.11), wibht aban-
don them (v.12-13). As baptized children of Galhe
“little lambs,” we can find a great deal of comfartd peace
in being completely dependent upon Jesus our Gbeg-S
herd. He not only promises us every physical ingss
(v.10), but every spiritual blessing as well (v.,7tg-18).

We were also asked to consider “wolves” (v.12) that
threaten us as Christians both internally and eztby.
Naturally, the devil, the sinful world, and our fsihflesh
produce many “wolves” eager to snatch us from deps
herd’'s hands. They run rampant and are sometisps e
cially cunning among the body of believers. Weemeour-
aged to listen intently to our Shepherd’s voice aatlbe led
astray by strangers (v.3-5).

As sheep we have responsibilities too. We dailyhotig
take to heart how intimately Jesus knows and lorges
(v.14), and how willingly he laid down his life fars (v.17-
18). We can respond by becoming wholly dependerduy
DSavior Jesus, our Good Shepherd. We can listhis teoice
and live in thought, word, and deed, a life ofHaitas one
flock following its one Shepherd.

The second annual “Mad Hatter's Tea Party” wasdubby
Kathleen Leopold following the bible study. Shewed
several kinds of tea (some given by Melinda Grihbieade
finger sandwiches and provided delicious little kies and
biscuits for us to enjoy. Everyone had a lot of §eeing all
the clever and creative ways the ladies craftenl Hags.
(See pictures posted on the closet doors in tHevdnal
After a secret vote, Jan Kolva turned out to beréigning
“Mad Hatter” this year for her “Boston Tea Partiietned
hat. She received her award with great surprisedafight!
We look forward to a “mad” time again next year aeging
what kind of “mad” designs turn out for the big Inig
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Friday, May 9 is the date of our next Ladies Fe#ibip.
Please join us for a bible study centered on Jésu$rue
dvine from John 15:1-8. Afterwards, Heather Gorhels
volunteered to share a craft and show us how teemak
kitchen scrubbies. As always, you're welcome to jas for
any part of the night. If you've got time for thible study
and need to get on to other commitments or homeaynaler
stand. We'd love for you to just join us! We lofakward
to growing in faith, fun and fellowship with youxtemonth!




“Goliath, you think you’re big, but God is biggédran you! God is
with us, and he will win this fight!”

If only we could have such unwavering courage admitment to

face the “Goliaths” of our daily lives, huh? Atdaler Time with Je-

sus in April our little ones were given just suclesson as they heard
of a small, young shepherd boy named David who twok fierce, towering soldier named Goliath.
They heard David’s sheep baa, counted the stonpgked up from the stream, and touched the mar
pieces of Goliath’s armor. Best of all, they wexreght that God is bigger than anyone or anything
never need to be afraid, because God is with us!

April's weekly themes consisted of “Things in thieyS We started off by floating around like fluffy
clouds. Then the wind caught our sails as we fleaugh the air as kites. Airplanes buzzed arasd
the children all decorated their own 3-D foam ar@s. There was great fun blowing bubbles in a m
ture of paint and bubble solution to create bulpibiets on paper.

Toddler Time with Jesus will meet for the firstebrweeks in May. Our toddlers
will experience the bible lesson “Jesus Calms toen®’ from Mark 4:35-41.
They will gently be reminded that when they geaafrof a storm, or the dark, or
of being alone that “Jesus is with us.” Weekly tlesrof ladybugs and flowers
will be all about spring. The final week beforer summer break a field trip to
the Reston Zoo is planned! We've always enjoygdeat morning seeing do-
mestic and exotic animals, lots of newborn balges)g on a wagon ride, and
eating a picnic lunch — not to mention spendingetimith our friends. If you'd
like to join us, please contact Sara Butler to make

ATTENTION TEENS AND COLLEGE STUDENTS!!
Bethlehem Youth Group is planning a trip to Smitbuv-
tain Lake, Virginia. We will be leaving Friday, e 27, (in
the late afternoon) and returning Sunday, JuneVZe.will
be staying at the Cooper lake house, where weawdy
numerous lake activities. We will swim, boat, fesfd even
jet-ski! Oh, there is also a hot tub!!! Nick aRdchel Ellis
will chaperone, along with John Cooper. (Dependindghe
number attending, we may have another couple gdertha
ones.) More detailed information will be comingapso
keep an eye out!! Please let Rachel Ellis knoyoi are
interested in attending, so proper plans can beema@d03-
753-0139 orcsmellis@yahoo.com
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Calling ALL
Cooks, Chefs, and
Bakers!

YOUR RECIPES

ARE IN GREAT

DEMAND! We

want the recipes

your family insists

you make! We

want your recipes

for the dishes you

bring to potlucks,

soup suppers,

Easter breakfasts,

and cook-offs!

WHY? We are go-

ing to publish a

BELC cookbook!

Let us also contact former members for submissiblosy
about those who go to Trinity or Shepherd of thisskir else-
where? Who remembers Ginny Kehern’s cherry pie? Or
Amanda Bergemann'’s apple pizza? Let’s start catigtlyou
can either give your recipes to Jan Kolva or Haa@wrell, or
they will CALL YOU to get them! (There is no escagithis
project.) We'd like to have them all together bydu 5th.

OTHER NEWS FROM THE WELS

Final volunteers leaving New Orleans

A special worship service was held April 20 at Cnoof Life, New

Orleans, tahank all of the WELS volunteers who have helpetiio New Or-
leans since Hurricane Katrina devastated the region

Ten graduate from seminary in Nigeria

Ten students graduated from Christ the King Luthé&@aminary in

the villageof Uruk Uso, Nigeria, on April 5. Seven were ortzd April 20 and
will begin work in the parishes of All Saints Luthe Church...

50 years of gospel proclamation in Japan

On April 28 at 9 p.m., CDT, WELS members in the tddiStates ca

watch alive Internet video stream of the 50th anniversaamvice of the Lutheran
Evangelical Confessional Conference (LECC), WEIliS&s...

Positive financial trend continues

The latest financial reports show the positive drenCongregation
MissionOfferings—the gifts congregations submit for tldlective work of
synod, known as CMO—continues...

(go to http://together.wels.net/2008/4/21 for rfshews items)
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Jimmy & Sandy Dotson - 1989
Jim & Lauren Tertocha - 1986
Macon & Jennifer Piercy — 2000
Robert & Annette Cocchiaro - 200!
John & LaVonne Stedman — 1972
Glen & Michele Krueger — 1984
Daniel & Debra Naughton - 1991
David & Margaret Fuchs - 2006
Dean & Stephanie Chartrand - 198
Sam & Kimichele Newman - 1994
Mark & Pam Runholt - 1997

Tiara Newman
Keith Ludeman
Sarah Swaney
Janice Horne
Sheryl Cox
Nolan Middleton
Don Naujock
John Stedman
Reagan Raat
Mary Horne
Mark Tertocha
Jan Kolva
Franziska Matiuk
Jonathan Fuchs
Macon Piercy
River Piercy
Michelle Ludeman
Chloe Piercy
Christie Swaney
Joseph McAndrew
Amelia Butler
Max Jaeger
Maurice Corbin
Peter Wolf

Pam Runholt
Kristofer Smith
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Dear Lynnette and Fellow Believers at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Manassas, Virginia!!!l i

7 Children came to Kid's Bible Hour at Christ Lutheran Church in Denver, CO yesterday, April
17th, 2008. We have these Bible Hours each Tuesday and Thursday after school at our church and have done
so since March of 2001.m Over the years a variety of children have come and heard about Jesus’ love in a vari-
ety of ways. In addition to the Bible lessons, we also share Jesus through many crafts and songs at these Bible
Hours.

Yesterday, because of the beautiful books and cassettes you sent us, there was yet another way chil-
dren could hear about God’s love. During the hour, as we put Bible puzzles together, we listened to members of
your church read the books to us. The only thing that was missing yesterday was my camera, so | could have
taken a picture of the children looking at the books as they heard YOU read them. Maybe sometime down the
road, | will have my camera with me and can take a picture for you, so you see the enjoyment on their faces.

Yesterday Keegan (5th grade), Emmerry and Merrick (4th graders) Daniel and Blaize (3rd graders), Skye-
lar and Stacey (1st graders) were at Bible Hour, and | was pleasantly amazed how even the older students got
interested in the books, especially the one about Matthias and the House in the middle of town. The one based
on O little Town of Bethlehem was a big hit with all ages, especially the little kids. And then there were all the
wonderful Bible passages in the books about “Buttons” which clearly spoke God’s Word.

I wish you could have been there to see the children enjoy your gifts of love that you sent our tiny church.
I am sure many more hours will be spent by the kids enjoying these books, and it might give kids a chance to lis-
ten to someone read to them about Jesus, when we teachers are busy doing or preparing something else.

| am so sorry the first 2 boxes of books somehow got lost at Pastor Biendenbender’s former apartment
building. Pastor never saw the books, but the manager thinks the boxes did arrive, but sadly got mixed up with
something else. We can only hope and pry that those first books are being shared with someone somewhere and
God’s Word has another avenue to be spread.

Thank you also for the framed pictures of Jesus that you sent us. Those will make nice gifts for the peo-
ple whom we serve, and maybe end up on a desk somewhere and someone else can tell someone about Jesus
the Savior.

I am sending this thank you via e-mail instead of snail mail, in hopes that you will receive it faster and be
able to share it with the many believers at Bethlehem Lutheran Church. When | told the kids where the books
came from, one 4th grader said “I've been to Bethlehem Lutheran, it is a big church!” | told her the church she is
thinking of is a big building in which we have had our Joint Reformation Service (rented Missouri Synod church).

Thank you very, very much for the money, time and | ove put into these books, cassettes and pic-
tures.

Your fellow believers in Denver,
Eileen Zanto and Pastor Paul Biedenbender

NOTE FROM LYNNETTE- This comes from the Christ Luth  eran Church, one of our Befriend A Mission
LWMS groups. Thanks everyone!




ON OUR WAY TO A “FRIENDSHIP TREK!”

On Saturday, April 26 a preliminary planning megtinok
place for our 2008 Vacation Bible Camp programtks;j
“Friendship Trek: Jesus, Our Forever Friend.” slyear’s
camp takes on a “hiking in a mountain wildernes&ne. If
you'd like to know more about what's been set irtioroor
would like to volunteer to help out, please speaRastor or

Sara Butler.

WELS Kingdom Workers is providing three studentd an
chaperone from Arizona Lutheran Academy (aka ALAe o0
of our WELS high schools) in Phoenix to help withr &% BS
program this year. We will be learning more sond are
excited for this opportunity to work with fellow dthers and/

or sisters in the faith from the other side of tbentry!
We're excited to build up our own children in Go#ft6rd and to share it with children from neighbgrir

communities with them!

It's never too early to start planning. Soon ehthe year field trips, banquets, tournaments, edscre-
citals, and graduations will be filling our calenslaMaybe some of you have a vacation planned afte
that! SO...mark your calendar NOW. We’d love yol#na part of this wonderful opportunity to serv

our Savior!

D

VBS Service Opportunities to Think About:

Teach or be a helper in the Preschool Clagsro
(4 people)

Teach or help in telling the Bible Lesson®({2nore

people)

Lead one of five groups of children to thastivities
each day (5 people)

Lead or help prepare Snacks (2-3 people)

Lead or help prepare Crafts (2 people)

Lead or help execute Games (2 people)

Lead or help in a mini Bible Study (2 people)

Lead or help with Music (2 people)

Help with Registration, Sign In and Sign Out (2 pled

Host our visitors from ALA
Provide meals for our visitors from ALA
Be a tour guide for our visitors from ALA

Provide supplies for lessons, sets, crafts, sn&ckake

home bags

Help provide or create props, scenes and decosafibon

the Camp

VBS Dates to Remember:

June 29

July 7

July 26

August 1

August 3

August 4-8

August 10

Donations Wish List Posted &
Begin to Advertise

Online Registration Begins

Decorating Day
(work on various projects)

Work Day with ALA Volunteers
(finish projects from previous
week)

Set Up at 1:00 pm

Vacation Bible Camp

VBS Picnic




Q: What do you call a deer ’OKES FOR ALL AGEs

with no eyes?
Q: What do two oceans Q: What goes to bed with its shoes
say when they meet? on?

A: No eye deer...
A: Nothing. They just wave! A: AHorse.




Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
10:00 am
Old Testament Bible Stud
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

8:30 am Worship Service

9:45 am Sunday School

10:00 am Adult/Teen Bible Study
11:00 am Worship Service
2:00 pm Bible Information Class
4:00 pm Church dedication at Chrig
Lutheran in Clarksville, MD

7:00 pm Confirmatior

9:00 am ESL Class

9:00 & 10:30 am
Toddler Time with Jesu

6:30 pm Bible Informa-
tion Class

10:00 am ASL Playgroup
10:45 am Sudley Manor
House Worship

7:15 pm Ladies’ Fellowshi

7:30 am Men’s Fellowship
9 am Word day at
Church
3pm Mercer Wedding
Vow Renewal

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 am Scrapbooking
8:30 am Worship Service 9:00 am ESL Class | 9:00 & 10:30 am 10:00 am 8:30am Work day at
9:45 am Sunday School + ; i .
10:00 am Adult/Teen Bible Study Toddler Time with Jesu Old Testament Bible Stud the Sleg Home
11:00 am Worship Service 7 pm In-Home Bible
7:00 pm Confirmatior| §:3O pm Bible Informa- Study
tion Class
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
11:00 am  SS Children’s 9:00 am ESL Class | 9:00 & 10:30 am 10:45 am Sudley Manor
Trinity Sunday Servicg Toddler Time with Jesu House Worship

12:00 pm Potluck Fellowship 1:30 pm ASL Playgroup | Animal Farm Field Trip

. - ; 6:30 pm Bible Informa-
1:15 pm Congregational Mtg. 7:00 pm Confirmatior tion Class
25 Sunday School Recess 26 27 28 29 30 31

9:00 am ESL Class | 6:30 pm Bible Informa-| 10:00 am

8:30 am Worship Service
10:00 am Adult Bible Study
11:00 am Worship Service
2:00 pm Bible Information Class

7:30 pm Choir Rehears

tion Class

Old Testament Bible Study

7:30 pm Council Meeting
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